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Letters to the editor
To the editor:

As members of the Senate
Judiciary Committee prepare to
study the “doctor prescribed death”
bill, they would do well to critically
evaluate whether the state has the
ability to protect terminally ill
Vermonters from manipulation,
exploitation and coercion under an
act promoted in the name of
compassion.

One specific, timely and highly
relevant illustration of a major
regulatory failure can be found in
connection with the state’s duty to
protect vulnerable adults from
abuse and exploitation.  In early
December 2011, a disabilities rights
group filed a suit against the state
of Vermont because of its failure to
protect disabled and elderly and
otherwise vulnerable citizens of this
state.  This is not a trivial problem.
The backlog has been running in the
order of 300 cases yet to be

investigated.  The abuse and
exploitation alleged ranges from
financial manipulation and
exploitation to physical and even
sexual abuse!  And sadly, much of
that neglect and abuse is done by
very family members and those
others charged with the care of the
vulnerable adults.

It is blatantly absurd to suggest
that the state of Vermont is
competent to effectively manage a
program that oversees doctor
prescribed death when it cannot
even investigate and clear a backlog
of 300 reported cases of abuse of the
disabled and elderly, let alone
prevent the abuse in the first place!

Assisted suicide is laden with
the potential for manipulation and
exploitation of the worst kind — i.e.
exploitation and manipulation with
fatal consequences.

Pete Gummere
St. Johnsbury

Dear Sir:
About Green Mountain Power’s

wind project on the Lowell
Mountains in particular and the
attempt to turn the state of
Vermont into a wind farm in
general.

Do people know:
— That wind power from Green

Mountain Power’s wind project
legally can and will go out of state?

— That Green Mountain Power
helped to finance Governor
Shumlin’s election?

— That an adviser to Governor
Shumlin wants to put giant wind
turbines on 200 miles of Vermont
ridgelines (David Blittersdorf, who
made his fortune selling wind
turbine parts)?

— That Green Mountain Power
is a wholly owned Canadian
corporation — and will rake in some
forty million dollars in federal
production tax credits on its Lowell
project?

— That wind companies target
low income towns like Sheffield and
Lowell — the bait is the promise of
lowered property taxes?  But visual

pollution is the result for
neighboring towns — who are
treated to red-night-lighted,
daylight waving arms surrounding
them.  Take a look at Sheffield’s
shattered skyline.  You can see it
from many towns, and from
Interstate 91.

— That it isn’t necessary for
Vermonters to sell their wilderness
birthright for a mess of potage?  For
just one instance, Hydro-Quebec sits
there with enough excess energy to
supply Vermont forever.

— That a three-man Public
Service Board (only one of whom is
full time) is deciding Vermont’s
wind farm fate?  And so far they
have yet to encounter a wind
corporation they didn’t like.  Their
decisions “in the public’s interest”
are in a wind corporation’s interest,
rather.

— That wilderness is a form of
freedom and out-of-state wind
companies, for the sake of profit,
aim to put that freedom in chains? 

Yours truly,
Addison Merrick

Craftsbury

The state can’t be trusted with assisted suicide regulations Wilderness is a form of freedom, power companies aim to
put it in chains

To the editor and to North Country
residents:

I was sent to see Dr. Lockridge
because of low blood platelet count.
On our first visit I found that he
had already looked up my past
medical records to determine the
history of my problem.  He then
gave me a very clear account of my
situation.  I have rarely experienced
that much attention.  In addition,
he is a nice guy.  I have only seen
him a few times, yet I regard him as

a friend.  I hope the North Country
Hospital board of trustees will
reconsider their decision.  His
leaving would be a great loss to our
community.

Sincerely,
John Ceraso

professor emeritus, 
Rutgers University

West Glover

Lockridge’s leaving would be a great loss

Across from the Newport Fire Station. Hours: Mon.–Fri. 8–5, Sat. 9–12, closed Sunday.

www.donscarpetonenewport.com

HURRY!
FINAL DAYS
JANUARY

WHITE SALE!
Over 200 carpet & vinyl remnants in stock!
50-70% OFF ORIGINAL RETAIL PRICES!

Last fall we bought a truckload of remnants. 
Now we are blowing them out during the month of January!

We also have over 300 regular running line
carpets on sale until the end of January!
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P.O. Box 397 • 16 Church St., Suite B
Barton, VT 05822

2010 SKYLINE OAK MODEL
Energy Star 16’x70’ mobile home on 1.5
acres with a 2 car garage fully insulated
with heat & water. The driveway is a
cement platform with crushed rock right
off main road. The mobile has a 10’x16’
front deck & a smaller deck on rear.
Small brook can be accessed from the
land. Has own drilled well, septic tank &
power. #4083726. $150,000.

BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY 70 ACRES
with beautiful home. Road frontage.
Quarry with 15± quarry rights contract
remaining. 4 bedrooms, living, kitchen,
dining. Enclosed porch/breezeway. Large
2 car garage with workshop area.
#4102261. $550,000.

Thinking of buying or selling
your home or land? 

Contact Woodie Harper!

New Prom
Dresses
Are In!

New Prom
Dresses
Are In!

Why Pay More?
Over 500 Gowns

as low as 
$9997

– sizes 4 to 44.
Groom’s Tux Rental FREE

Plus 20% Off All Other Tux Rentals (with 6)

Needleman’s
Bride & Formals

100 Main St., Suite 170,
Emory Hebard Building,

Newport, VT • (802) 334-8000
Mon.-Fri. 10-5; Sat. 9:30-5; Sun. 11-3.

www.needlemansbridal.com

Across from the Derby Post Office.
3262 U.S. Rt. 5, Derby,VT 05829

(802) 766-2714 

We are
northern
Vermont’s
DEALER

for.... Division of Lapierre, Waterloo, Small Inc.

We offer the best pricing available 
and have a large inventory in stock.

• Oil fired arches • Complete evaporators 
• Wood fired arches • Smoke stacks • Steam hoods
• Reverse osmosis • Flue, syrup, & finishing pans

• Pre-heaters • Storage tanks 
• Filter tanks • Tubing & fittings

• Vacuum & pump
station

extractors 

ATTENTION ALL SUGARMAKERS!

DOMINION
& GRIMM INC.

ATTENTION ALL SUGARMAKERS!

HUGE BLOWOUT SALE!
Lapierre’s 500’ roll  RIGID TUBING $42

Lapierre’s 500’ roll, 10-year

SEMI-RIGID TUBING $46


