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Environmental

Court rules for
Shetfield wind

by Paul Lefebvre

BETHEL — An environmental judge may
have cleared the last remaining hurdle facing
developers who are anxious to get the Sheffield
Wind Project up and running.

Environmental Court Judge Merideth Wright
has ruled that First Wind’s plans to protect the
waters and the environment during the
construction phase of its 16-turbine wind farm
are adequate and do not require extensive
alterations.

The ruling rejects an appeal from the
opposition citizens group known as the Ridge
Protectors who argued that preconstruction
studies were needed to determine water quality.
Without firsthand studies of the five streams that
run through the project’s area, they said there
would be no benchmarks to measure the
construction’s impact on the waters.

In turning back the appeal, the judge said
that the best management practices (BMPs)
required by the state were adequate safeguards
when it comes to controlling storm water
discharge down steep slopes.

(Continued on page twenty-two.)

Barton’s best burger competition

Darren Perron of WCAX fame judged the Barton Area Best Burger competition on Saturday. Mr. Perron has just
returned from Afghanistan where he was embedded with the Vermont troops. For that story, please turn to page

fourteen. To read about the burgers, see page twelve.

Photo by Richard Creaser

Echo Lake Road Race

A horde of bicycles roll into action at the start of the Echo Lake Road

year’s race. They were supported by the efforts of 45 volunteers and
seven food donors. For results and more photos, see page seventeen.

Photo by Joseph Gresser

“ Race. Almost 150 runners, bicyclists, and walkers participated in this

6" 0aa0s " 93099 '3

Jay Peak and
Long Trail make
historic land swap

by Richard Creaser

JAY — Dignitaries gathered above the clouds
on Tuesday morning to formalize a land transfer
of epic proportions. The land transfer involves a
three-way effort between the state of Vermont,
the Green Mountain Club and Jay Peak Resort.

“This is a transfer of land and a swap that
will forever protect this area of the Long Trail,”
Jay Peak President and CEO Bill Stenger
announced.

The deal has been a decade in the making
and provides assets to the benefit of all three
parties, Mr. Stenger said. The state of Vermont
is transferring ownership of the 60-acre
“Stateside” parcel to Jay Peak in exchange for Jay
Peak’s surrender of its lease-hold on 418 acres of
the Jay State Forest. Additionally, the Green
Mountain Club will use $50,000 of state
appropriations to conserve 166 acres of land
rimming the ridgeline of the western bowl in
order to protect that area’s 3.5-mile portion of the
Long Trail.

“The Vermont people and our visitors cherish
our mountains,” Agency of Natural Resources
Secretary Jonathan Wood said. “We take a lot of
pride in protecting and enjoying them. This is an
example of a good way to accomplish both.”

(Continued on page thirty-four.)
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Letters to the editor

Public engagement is healthy on Lowell wind project

Dear Editor:

As any regular reader of this paper knows,
there has been a lot of information presented by
those who are in favor of the Kingdom
Community Wind project and those who are
opposed. And rarely have they all agreed.

The Vermont Public Service Board has
established a schedule for regulatory review of
the wind project, including a public hearing at the
Lowell Graded School on September 23. The
regulatory proceeding is a place where it is a little
easier to determine what is accurate and what is

Coming Soon...
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not. Testimony will be submitted under oath, and
witnesses will be subject to cross-examination by
other participants. And the Public Service Board
will make its decision based on all the facts that
will have been fully vetted.

Green Mountain Power welcomes this close
inspection of the project we are proposing. We
anticipate that the record will make it clear that
Kingdom Community Wind will bring economic
benefit to the local communities and to customers
of GMP and VEC. It will generate locally enough
clean, renewable electricity to serve more than
20,000 Vermont homes.

We have learned a lot from our experience
over the past 13 years of owning and operating
the only wind plant in Vermont. This six
megawatt wind plant located in Searsburg
produces about 11 million kilowatt-hours every
year, enough to supply 1,500 of our customers’
homes. This is electricity we don’t need to buy

from other sources. We also know that
technology has improved greatly since we built
Searsburg Wind, so we can expect even better
operational performance from Kingdom
Community Wind.

We appreciate all the effort people in the
region have made to understand the Kingdom
Community Wind project. There is a lot to learn
and we understand that there will be a variety of
opinions. We believe that public engagement
based on good factual information is healthy for
communities and we are happy to meet with any
group or individual that has questions about the
project. To learn more visit
www.kingdomcommunitywind.com or call me at
655-8418.

Dorothy Schnure

manager, corporate communications
Green Mountain Power

Colchester

Johnston offers thanks to those who helped

Dear Editor:

Thank you so much to those voters who have
helped me to become a Republican nominee for
the state Legislature in the November General
Election.

My journey to represent the people of the
Orleans-Caledonia District 1 it has been the
experience of a lifetime. I have knocked on as
many doors as possible in the short time before
the Primary and found everyone to be so receptive

and helpful. I listened, learned, took notes and
came to feel my opinions reflect those of so many
in our district. I will continue to reach out to
meet as many of you as possible, listen to your
concerns and will work hard to earn your vote in
November and become your voice in the state
Legislature in January.
Sincerely,
Linda Johnston
Greensboro

Thank you
for your help.

“Together we can lower the
tax burden on us all.”

Vicki Strong

For House

Paid for by friends of Vicki Strong.
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[rasburg residents discuss Lowell wind project

by Chris Braithwaite

TIRASBURG — A substantial number of
Irasburg residents gathered Tuesday night to
discuss the proposed Lowell Mountain wind project.
They did so despite the fact that, in the words of
Steve Wright of the Craftsbury Conservation
Commission, “The train has left the station.”

What he meant was that the permitting
process for the $160-million project is already
under way before the state Public Service Board,
and the deadline to apply for “party status” was
August 13.

Unless it makes an extraordinary effort to
convince the Public Service Board (PSB) to waive
its own rules, Irasburg will be a spectator to the
permitting process, rather than a participant.

Just how much of a spectator Irasburg would
be to the project itself wasn’t clear to some people
at the meeting.

“Are we going to be able to see them from that
window?” asked Wanda Lanou, referring to the big
windows on the second floor of the Irasburg Town
Hall. They look across the village common
towards Lowell Mountain, where Green Mountain
Power wants to put 20 or 21 industrial wind
towers, standing up to 443 feet tall.

Mr. Wright said he wasn’t sure, but he figured
that the project would be visible from Burton Hill,
and from Route 14 where it crosses Lord’s Creek.

“Shame on anybody who wants to disturb
what you can look out that window and see
tonight,” said Ms. Lanou to considerable applause.

That response signaled a meeting that was
considerably more partisan than its model, and
early-August meeting in Craftsbury hosted by the
Craftsbury Conservation Commission.

The Irasburg meeting was attended by a
considerable group from Lowell, opponents and
advocates for wind, though the advocates seemed
to predominate.

It was also attended by three spokesmen for
Green Mountain Power (GMP). And while they
were asked to sit silent in Craftsbury, the GMP
representatives actively participated in Tuesday’s
discussion.

Asked if GMP would undertake the project
without the financial incentives the government
has made available to support renewable energy,
GMP’s Robert Dostis said no.

“If it wasn’t there, Green Mountain Power
wouldn’t build it,” Mr. Dostis said of the subsidy,
which he said would amount to about two cents
per kilowatt hour generated by the project.

BANKRUPTGY

FREE Initial Consultation
The Law Firm of

(BN
./. 5 f Erik Valdes, Esq.
\ 328 Main Street, Suite 1
Newport, VT 05855
lawoffice@myfairpoint.net

802-334-0500 » www.ErikValdesLaw.com

He added that any savings generated by the
power would go to GMP’s customers, rather than
to the “merchant generators” who are pursuing
wind projects elsewhere in Vermont.

Asked if GMP would put up $100,000 to help
opponents hire experts to scrutinize the project,
Mr. Dostis’ answer was the same — “No.”

But he emphasized, in response to a question,
that there would be no strings on the “good
neighbor” payments promised to neighboring
towns, like Irasburg, over the project’s first ten
years of operation.

And, Mr. Dostis said, leases already signed
with four landowners who would host the project
contain no “gag clause” that would prevent them
from sharing their feelings, positive or negative,
about the impact of the big turbines.

Such agreements have been commonly
extracted by wind developers in other states who
lease land, or compensate neighbors who complain
about the project’s noise.

Rene Royer, who said he has been hunting on
Lowell Mountain for 20 years, asked about the
impact on the deer, moose and bear he has
pursued there.

Also a fisherman, Mr. Royer asked about the
impact on streams that might be caused by the
clear cutting the project will require.

According to the commission, the access road
to the project from Route 100 and the road linking

the towers along three miles of ridgeline would be
cleared to widths up to 170 feet. Clearings for the
towers themselves would measure 475 feet across.

Mr. Wright said GMP has addressed the issue
through expert testimony filed with its
application, and urged Mr. Royer to read it.

Mike Nelson asked if GMP planned to study
the impact of very low-frequency noise on
neighbors. While the PSB has limited audible
noise generated by other projects, there is growing
concern about the effects of low-frequency noise on
neighbors who say they can’t sleep and suffer
other health effects.

Mr. Nelson said these concerns have led to an
effort in New Mexico to keep turbines three miles
away from the nearest homes. By that standard,
he said, 350 people in Albany “live in the shadow
where they expect these health effects.”

Mr. Nelson’s concerns were vigorously
attacked by Dave Robitille of Lowell — a retired
registered nurse — as “a piece of crap.”

He said the studies documenting such effects
are bad science that lack peer review.

Bill Roddy challenged wind power on the
grounds that it is only generated when the wind
blows, and so can’t replace the big Midwestern
coal plants whose smokestacks generated Tuesday
morning’s haze over Lowell Mountain. However,
he said of the wind project, “It’s going to ruin this
area.”

Vermont's bear hunting season opens on Sept. 1

Vermont’s bear population is healthy and
estimated at more than 5,500 black bears,
according to the Vermont Fish and Wildlife
Department. The bear population has increased
slowly for the last two decades, and regulated
hunting is used to control the population’s growth.
Under the recently enacted 2010-2020 Big Game
Plan, the population objective is to maintain bear
numbers to between 4,500 to 6,000 animals.
Hunters took 629 bears in Vermont’s 2009 hunting
season.

“Carefully regulated hunting allows for the
sustainable utilization of black bears for food and
other purposes,” said wildlife biologist Forrest
Hammond. “Bears also have ecological and
aesthetic values for Vermont.

“Vermont’s black bears appear to have plenty
of food available as we approach fall,” Mr.
Hammond added. “Berry crops are abundant, and
we have a good crop of apples and acorns in many
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areas of the state.”

The biggest long-term threat to Vermont’s
bears continues to be habitat loss. “Each year
Vermont loses many acres of critical bear habitat
to development,” said Mr. Hammond. “The ability
to keep bears in Vermont over the next 50 years
will depend on how much habitat we keep to
support bears.”

Although wearing fluorescent orange clothing
1s not mandatory for hunting in Vermont, hunters
and others are urged to wear a fluorescent orange
vest and hat while in the woods.

Mr. Hammond also asks successful bear
hunters to help in determining the age of bears
taken by removing the bear’s pre-molar tooth and
sending it to the Fish and Wildlife Department.
Special envelopes are provided to big game check
stations for this purpose. — from the Fish and
Wildlife Department.
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\Weere excited to get startedZ

(Continued from page one.)

A year of monitoring would not add relevant
data and has not been shown to be necessary to
achieve or maintain water quality in those
streams,Z the judge wrote in her 28-page ruling.

She further noted that «if correctly chosen
and properly implemented,Z the BMPs would
control or minimize erosion and runoff on the site.
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While the judgess finding may have
significant ramifications for placing industrial
wind turbines on Vermont ridgelines, a
spokesman for First Wind Tuesday declined to
comment on the bigger picture.

*Weere excited to get started with this
project,Z said John Lamontagne, director of
corporate communications speaking from the
companyes Boston headquarters.

A brief press release from the company
Monday praised the decision and said the project
will bring economic opportunity to the Northeast
Kingdom.

But as someone who has worked for First
Wind on the project, the board chairman of
Renewable Energy of Vermont said Tuesday that
the judgeses ruling reflects the companyes
willingness to go the extra mile to protect the
environment.

e|tes an example of a developer trying to do
the right thing,Z said Lawrence Mott.

Mr. Mott, who was First Windes project
manager at Sheffield from 2007 to 2008, said the
company went beyond the measures required by
the Agency of Natural Resource (ANR) to protect
the state waters.

*We felt there was a better way to do it with
the new science,Z he said, noting that under the
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plan submitted by First Wind there will be less
cutting and less of an impact on the environment.

But one thing the ruling did not do was to
dampen the controversy that has dogged plans for
placing 400-foot lighted towers on Vermont
ridgelines.

Paul Brouha of Sutton, who spearheaded the
Ridge Protectorse appeal, said in an e-mail
Monday that Judge Wrightes ruling *has
enormous implications that extend well beyond
wind turbines on Vermontes ridgelines.Z

In an interview Tuesday night, he called the
ruling every troubling,Z adding that it raises
questions over Vermontes ability to serve as a
delegate and enforce the federal Clean Water Act.
He noted that the state is already facing a legal
challenge to strip it of that designation because of
the poor job it is doing.

elsm not the only one who has a problem with
them,Z he said.

The Sheffield project received a certificate of
public good from the Public Service Board (PSB)
in 2007 to build a 40-megawatt wind farm on
high elevation ridges. The Supreme Court upheld
the decision in 2009 on an appeal brought by the
Ridge Protectors. The citizense group took the
high courtes ruling in stride and took their fight
with the project to the Environmental Court in
the summer of 2009. Testimony ended in
December, and roughly eight months later the
court handed down its decision.

Supporters of big wind see the legal

(Continued on page twenty-three.)
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